198 THE AGE OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION
"two can live as cheap as one on what you're makinV But
converts at first were few. The marriage rate of 1929—over
ten per thousand of population—dropped by 1932 to the
lowest recorded point in American history, less than eight,
or three fourths of the annual average for the previous dec-
ade. Divorce was also less frequently resorted to in these
years. Desertion, "the poor man's divorce/' increased as job-
hunting husbands left unhappy homes, but legal divorce was
an expensive business. Not unexpectedly, therefore, the rate
fell from 1.66 per thousand of population in 1929 to a low
(unmatched since the year of the Armistice) of 1.28 in 1932
and 1.31 the next year,
A discouragement to divorce and argument for marriage,
potent during the decade's middle years, was that both em-
ployment opportunity and federal relief were granted more
readily to a married man, better still if he had children or a
pregnant wife. Reviving prosperity brought a gradual climb
of the divorce rate, however, to an all-time record of two per
thousand people in 1940. As for the resurgence of marriage,
biology was proverbially impatient, nor prone to be satisfied
with makeshifts like those suggested by the rise of both ille-
gitimacy and prostitution between 1929 and 1933* Readjust-
ments of attitude occurred: millions learned they could get
along on less money, brides waived expensive weddings and
often a home of their own, the spread of contraceptive
knowledge promised deferment of offspring and, of course,
the economic revival greatly helped. After 1933 the trend
soon outran the pace of recovery. The year 1934 brought a
return to the 1929 level, while 1937 boosted the number to
more than eleven per thousand of population, the highest
since the bumper crop of postwar weddings in 1920.
The outbreak of the second German war and the passage
of the peace-time selective-service act accelerated the marriage
rate as young men hastened to wed the girls they might have
to leave behind them. The year 1941 recorded nearly thir-
teen marriages per thousand. Soon young wives with infants,

